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CWCS mission statement: To educate the public in order to preserve reasonable access to and sensible,
multiple-use recreation of public lands and waters (including motorized uses) in Northeastern Minnesota, especially
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), with care for the environment.
Why CWCS continues to fight: “(We will) embark on a 10 year campaign to get every single
motor out of the Boundary Waters”

– Brian O’Neill, quoted in May 20, 1998 Minneapolis Star-Tribune

South Fowl snowmobile access in limbo
by Rhonda Silence
In August 2007, Federal District Court
Judge John R. Tunheim answered one question raised in the lawsuit regarding snowmobiling and motor-boating on North and
South Fowl Lakes in the Hovland area—and
raised others which delayed use of a snowmobile trail reroute between McFarland and
South Fowl Lake this season. The question
of whether or not a 2 1/2-mile snowmobile
trail reroute can be constructed remains in
limbo, because of what one US Forest Service insider calls “a convoluted ruling.”
Tunheim issued a clear edict regarding
the boundary line of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW), stating
that the North and South Fowl Lakes are not
within the BWCAW boundary. That decision has since been appealed by the plaintiffs
and Gunflint District Ranger Dennis Neitzke
said the Forest Service will continue to work
with the US Department of Justice as the
case moves to the Court of Appeals.
It is Tunheim’s other directive that has
the US Forest Service wondering how to
proceed. According to Neitzke, the Judge
ruled in the US Forest Service’s favor on
whether or not it had conducted its due diligence in its environmental assessment. The
Judge affirmed that the Service had carefully
considered the impact to Canadian lynx, had
studied invasive species concerns and had
adequately presented cumulative effects.
However, when it came to the question of
whether the auditory impact from snowmobiles on the reroute would negatively impact
the wilderness character of the adjacent
BWCAW, the Judge did not issue a ruling.
Instead Judge Tunheim enjoined the Forest
Service from beginning work on the trail
until an environmental impact study (EIS)
is done regarding sound. The Forest Service

is looking into options to conduct the auditory analysis before beginning the formal
environmental study on sound.
The Forest Service is also waiting for
advice from the Department of Justice. The
Service wondered whether the Judge’s recommendation for an auditory analysis could
be appealed. On April 7, Neitzke said that
“all our attorneys are carefully reviewing the
Judge’s decision and there may be nothing
to appeal, since the Judge’s opinion was just
that—an opinion, not a ruling or a formal
judgment.”
Neitzke said, “The Judge said we have
to conduct an analysis to determine if snowmobiles use of the South Fowl trail would
degrade the wilderness. His ruling outlined
that sound that is new, of increased duration,
or louder than what currently exists could
mean degradation to the wilderness.”
Once the sound study is completed
and the Judge decides whether or not the
Forest Service has conducted due diligence
in that matter, he may issue a final ruling
on whether the auditory impact from snowmobiles should prevent the trail from being
constructed. At that point the Forest Service
and/or the plaintiffs can appeal the ruling.
As it proceeds with the court-ordered
auditory study, the Forest Service must follow its usual procedure—filing a notice of
intent to conduct the EIS in the US Federal
Register, conducting analysis, which includes the opportunity for public comment,
producing a final document, and following the appeal process within the Forest
Service.
The Forest Service will most likely
be in court long before the sound study is
completed, to defend its arguments in the
appeal of the BWCAW boundaries.
Tunheim first heard arguments in the

case in December 2006, with Attorney Kristen M. Gast of Fagre & Benson, representing
the plaintiffs in this case which are the Izaak
Walton League, the North Star Chapter of
the Sierra Club, Wilderness Watch and the
Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness.
David Oberstar, of Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, represents Conservationists with Common Sense and the
Arrowhead Coalition for Multiple Use, as
well as the Cook County Board of Commissioners, who are intervening on behalf of the
Forest Service on this lawsuit.
Representing the defendant U.S. Forest Service (USFS) was Pat Cangemi of the
Department of Justice.
The snowmobile trail at the center of
litigation was called the Tilbury Trail by
the snowmobilers who used it for decades
and was dubbed the Royal Lake trail by the
US Forest Service. The historic trail was
closed by the Forest Service in 2003 when
it was found to be encroaching on the BWCAW and a proposed northern route was
ultimately selected by the Forest Service.
The reroute called the South Fowl Lake
snowmobile access begins at the existing
Little John Lake parking lot. It crosses
the Border Route Hiking Trail, the former
Tilbury Trail, and moves southeast ascending to the ridge above the Royal River. It
is there that it is closest to the BWCAW,
approximately within 400 feet, high above
the BWCAW. The route follows the ridge
away from the BWCAW in an east-southeast
direction about 1.3 miles, then down-slope
northeast to level ground and directly east
to South Fowl Lake.
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Heart of the Continent Partnership
In January, CWCS was made aware of
a group called Heart of the Continent Partnership. This group is made up of several
governmental organizations and environmental groups on both sides of the border
of Minnesota and Canada. With the help
of the Ely Chamber, CWCS was invited to
take part.
Currently involved are: Canadian Parks
and Wilderness Society (CPAWS), Eaton
Associates, Friends of the Boundary Waters
Wilderness, Friends of Quetico Provincial
Park, Friends of Voyageurs National Park,
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy,
Izaak Walton League, Minnesota Forest Resources Council, Minnesota Land Trust, The
Nature Conservancy of Canada, The Nature
Conservancy of North America, Northeastern Minnesotans for Wilderness, Ontario
Parks, Quetico Foundation, Quetico Provincial Park, Quetico Superior Foundation,
Rainy Lake Conservancy, Rainy River First
Nations, Superior National Forest, Trust
for Public Land, Voyageurs National Park,
Voyageurs National Park Association.
From the information fact sheet on
HOCP:
In November 2006, representatives

from organizations interested in the protected areas along the Central United States
and Canadian Border met to discuss the
possibility of a partnership focused on these
areas. Robin Reilly, Quetico Provincial Park
Superintendent, presented his belief that
those of us who play a role in these protected
areas need to work to take what exists in
reality – a contiguous protected area – and
make it exist in perception. Participants
discussed options for a new cross-border
partnership.
In February 2007, the original participants and other interested organizations
formally established the Heart of the Continent Partnership (HOCP), a cross-border
partnership. By May 2007, the group adopted vision, mission, and value statements
and agreed on an organizational structure.
HOCP is a non-policy organization; it will
not take positions as a group nor attempt to
influence the policies of others.
In October 2007, HOCP participants
began working on five potential action
strategies:
Identity, Social-Cultural, and SocioEconomic Empowerment; Collaborative
Engagement of Capital Improvements;

Education and Support for Public Lands;
Scientific Knowledge and Understanding.
At a November 2006 meeting, key
stakeholders on both sides of the border
were identified. In addition to public land
managers, environmental groups and the
First Nation, the list included: loggers/paper
industries; outfitters/resort owners; lake
associations; private homeowners; corporate landowners; Chambers of commerce;
recreational users; mining industry; energy
industry; Homeland security/customs; International Joint Commission; Environmental
Protection Agency/Minnesota Pollution
Control; Canadian federal agencies. To
date, all of these stakeholders have not been
contacted.
At the February meeting in Ely, which
was attended by CWCS president Nancy
McReady, it was stated HOCP is still in the
planning phase and even acknowledged that
the information sheet didn’t explain what the
group is all about.
CWCS said we care about our environment and want to see it protected. Our biggest concern would be that this coalition of
(Continued on Page Six)

Chain of Lakes progress at standstill
The issue of correcting the BWCA
motor permit system for “The Chain of
Lakes” continues to drag on. This portion
of the BWCA permit system has now been
managed incorrectly by the US Forest
Service for several years. In fact, CWCS
has been involved in this issue since
1999. This incorrect management was
brought about by a lawsuit by extreme
environmental groups who are attempting
to eliminate the amount of motor use in the
Boundary Waters. These environmental
groups have attempted to curtail this use
that was spelled out by the 1978 BWCAW
Act by two actions.
First, they were able to get a court to
rule that property owners and their guests
on the affected lake chains were no longer
exempt from the permit system on the
entire lake chains. These were people
who the US Forest Service had considered
exempt from permits on those lake chains
for over 20 years.
Since the 1978 Law stated that the
quota use in the BWCA was to be based

on the actual use that existed in 1976-78,
the USFS then attempted to reconstruct
the quota system to account for the use
that was not originally included for these
previously exempt user groups.
Environmental groups again pursued
legal action, this time with the unbelievable logic that even if the system was now
incorrectly managed, that the US Forest
Service only had one chance to come up
with that quota and that they couldn’t
correct it even with the changed situations making the system inconsistent with
the other quotas governing the BWCA.
Although the court ruling stated that the
Forest Service was within their authority
to reconstruct them, the court ordered them
to work with the affected parties to come
up with a correction to the quota system
at the earliest time possible.
With all of the delays that we have
experienced, it now appears that it will be
years before the correction will happen.
CWCS, and the politicians representing
them, must now ask some pointed ques-

tions. How could the US Forest Service
management system have become so dysfunctional that it can take this long for the
Forest Service to correct a problem that has
been defined by both the US Forest Service
and the court system? It is a problem that
our leaders need to address. Failure to
do this will lead the Forest Service even
further down the path where they are not
able to manage the forests that they are
in charge of at a huge cost burden to us
as taxpayers.
This situation exists not only with this
particular issue, but with most uses of the
Forest that don’t meet the strict guidelines
of extreme preservation groups. Their
never ending lawsuits – the Chain of
Lakes, Echo Trail Management, South
Fowl Snowmobile Trail – are hamstringing the agencies that our taxpayer’s dollars
fund to attempt to manage this resource.
Without some changes, the management
of these forests will continue to be as
costly and dysfunctional as it currently
is today.
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Message from the President
The past six months have been very
trying for me and my family. It started
with my knee replacement surgery last
September. I figured September would
be a good down time for me, and give
me enough time to recuperate by the time
snowmobiling season began.
Before I started snowmobiling again,
our family drove to Denver to spend
Christmas with our daughter and her
husband. We returned home, and on New
Year’s Day Doug’s mother was sent to St.
Mary’s Hospital and had two stints put in.
Hardly two weeks later, our daughter in
Denver had a minor stroke. A return visit
to Denver at the end of January assured
me that our daughter was going to be fine,
thanks to a lot of prayers from our friends
and family.
All along, I tried to keep up on CWCS
issues. In October I attended a wrap-up
meeting with many of the people involved
with the MPCA sponsored Bio Mass
Energy educational forum that had been
held on September 12. The consensus was
the forum was very well balanced with
representation from industry and environmental groups.
In January, my husband and I joined
DNR Deputy Commissioner Laurie
Martinson and several other DNR personnel for a snowmobile ride on the Taconite
Trail to the proposed Lake Vermilion
State Park site. See related article. Martinson and her husband also rode with us on
many of the Ely area trails the following

day as participants of the Fun Run.
In February I attended the Heart of
the Continent Partnership meeting held
in Ely. See related article. February was
also a time for some fun, as my husband
and I snowmobiled to Grand Marais for
a few days. We met with members of the
Arrowhead Coalition for Multiple Use to
discuss the South Fowl case, and we also
met with members of the Grand Marais
snowmobile club who informed me that
they were working with the Forest Service
to monitor the Boundary Waters for
snowmobile intrusions. This was an issue
brought up by environmental groups, and
the snowmobile club felt they should do
their part to help.
Our snowmobiling included a stop at
Hungry Jack Lodge for burgers. We talked
with owner Forrest Parson about snowmobiling and land issues. His father Jerry
was a supporter of CWCS, and Forrest
seemed just as interested. A month after
our visit at Hungry Jack Lodge, the lodge
was destroyed by fire. It was the third fire
to destroy the lodge - the first time in the
1930s, and then again in the 1970s. A
Hungry Jack Fire Relief Fund has been set
up to help with rebuilding. Donations can
be made by going to http://www.hungryjacklodge.com/hungry-%20jack-lodgefire.htm#fund
In March, I attend the ATV travel
plan open house held at the new Forest
Service Kawishiwi District building. Several dozen people attended and reviewed

the plans being considered. Plan 3 seemed
to have the most loops available for ATV
riding, using many already allowable forest roads. There will be a comment period
for people to send in their comments.
In mid-March, I got a few Ely Igloo
Snowmobile Club members together to
ride our wonderful snowmobile trails
which are on federal, state, county and
private lands. Along with us was Video
Mike Grant with www.snowtrailstv.com
A video of our riding will be on the website by summer. It will also be available
for purchase.
Sadly, Doug’s mother passed away
April 4, only days after her 91st birthday.
She was quite the jokester, and the 30
inches of snow Ely received the weekend
before her funeral seemed like an appropriate last joke.
With the snow melting and the walleye opener not far away, CWCS hopes
to see some resolution to several of our
issues. Once again, CWCS will have a
booth at the Blueberry Arts Festival and
the Harvest Moon Festival in Ely. Stop by
and buy a raffle ticket for the boat, motor
& trailer package, and for the other prizes.
Also, check out the new logo on our
CWCS t-shirt.
CWCS appreciates your support.
Nancy McReady
CWCS President

Gunflint Trail Green up underway
The Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway Committee, the Cook County Events and Visitors
Bureau and the USDA Forest Service invite
you to participate in “Gunflint Green Up”
May 2-3, 2008.
In recognition of the first anniversary
of the Ham Lake Fire, which started May 5,
2007, and burned 75,851 acres at the end of
the Gunflint Trail and in Ontario, Canada,
the Gunflint Green Up will bring folks of
all ages together for a weekend of education, tree planting, and a food and music
celebration.
“Green Up” is that special time on the
Gunflint Trail when spring is beginning
to burst forth, the lake ice is going out,
the remaining traces of snow disappears,
migrating birds return, hibernating critters
emerge, moose calves are being born, the

buds are swelling and opening on our trees
and shrubs. It is a time of great promise.
The residents, resort owners and outfitters realize that while we are lucky enough
to call the Gunflint Trail “home” -- it is also
the place that Minnesotans and others call
“home” in their hearts. We are hosting the
Gunflint Green Up for everyone who knows
the uniqueness of this pristine place; this
place where we all reconnect and recharge.
We hope you will honor us with your presence in celebrating the 150th Year of Minnesota Statehood, and the rebirth of one of
Minnesota’s-and the country’s-finest natural
treasures.
On Saturday, May 3, volunteers will
plant 75,000 Red and White Pine seedlings
in the Superior National Forest along the
Gunflint Trail. We are expecting more than

500 people from around Minnesota to join
us in planting the future forest for the next
generation.
Also planned for this weekend is the
Ham Run Half Marathon up the Gunflint
Trail to commemorate the one year anniversary of the Ham Lake Fire. The race will take
place on Sunday, May 4, beginning at Gunflint Pines Resort & Campground on South
Gunflint Lake Road, about 43 miles from
Grand Marais, MN. The course will travel
mainly uphill for a little over one mile on
gravel. Runners will reach the pavement of
the Gunflint Trail and run northwest towards
the end of the Trail. The race finish will be
at the Trail’s End Campground & Way of
the Wilderness Canoe Outfitters. There will
be a pre-race pasta feed and a post-race pig
roast and party.
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CWCS comments & concerns on
proposed Lake Vermilion State Park
CWCS has several concerns about the proposed Vermilion State Park. They include:
• The loss of tax revenues. However
the numbers are crunched, the tax revenue
for a State Park would never match the tax
revenues on 100 developed lots, with half of
those lots on Lake Vermilion’s lakeshore.
The lakeshore lots would probably sell for
$200,000 each. Add a $500,000 home on the
lot, and taxes would be huge for the county
and state.
• Over 70% of St. Louis County is already
public lands – federal or state public lands
that are not on the tax rolls. In Lake County
it’s 84% public lands. We have seen PILT
monies decrease over the years, so the idea
that state money will be shifted to St. Louis
County to make up the tax base is not all
that embraceable.
• CWCS supports the use of Minnesota
state lottery’s environmental trust fund for
the purchase of the land, although using such
monies for the State Park would take away

money for other outdoor programs. There is
talk of raising Minnesota’s sales taxes for
outdoor and arts programs, which CWCS
would not support.
• CWCS supports the concept of the
State Park, as it would make part of Lake
Vermilion accessible to people who cannot
afford lakeshore property.
• The Park must be for all users, with trails
for hiking, skiing, snowmobiles, and ATVs.
This is public land and should be available to
all recreational users. Allowing ATVs would
give them a place to go, rather than having
them in undesirable areas. Having connecting trails from Tower would make the park
a destination spot for ATV users.
• Allow hunting in the State Park.
• No banning of motorboat use or jetskis
on Lake Vermilion, as in Voyageurs National
Park. The water is under the jurisdiction of
the State, so saying this won’t happen is
something CWCS is concerned about. A
no-wake zone to minimize disturbance in

shallow bays is supported.
• CWCS has a concern as to how the State
Park would be developed and maintained financially when there is underfunding for such
maintenance of other State Parks already.
• CWCS’s biggest concern is that Lake
Vermilion would become like Voyageurs
National Park and the Boundary Waters
Wilderness with motor restrictions.
Representative David Dill sponsored a
bill that would require the state to give St.
Louis County an equal value and amount of
waterfront land in exchange for taking the
Vermilion park land off county tax rolls.
Senator Tom Bakk supported this land
exchange, which the county could then sell
that land in hopes that development would
increase property taxes to governments and
schools. The bill died in the House Environment Committee with a 6-6 vote. Governor
Pawlenty did not include any funding in the
bonding bill for the purchase of the land for
the state park.

Mining courses offered at Iron Range Colleges
With an eye on the mining future of the
Iron Range, Vermilion Community College
is looking to provide the training to meet the
industry’s needs. This fall, Vermilion will be
adding a new course, Industrial Technology
with Mining Emphasis, to their academic
programs. This will be a “Fast Track” option,
often called a “Rock to Dock” education,
allowing students to complete a two-year
degree in 16 months. The program was first
introduced in the fall of 2006 at Mesabi Range
College, and then at Hibbing in 2007.
Carl Kerschen, Senior Manger for Human Resources at North Shore Mining in
Babbitt and Silver Bay, said they have 540
employees and have orders secured for the
next three years. North Shore recently started
up Furnace 5 to accommodate the need for
more pellets.
Keith Mattson, Industry Technology
Coordinator/Instructor at Mesabi Range
Community & Technical College in Eveleth
said the taconite mining industry’s future is
very bright with the high global demand for
iron ore pellets. There is growth all across
the Iron Range – Furnace 5 at North Shore
Mining, U.S. Steel’s $300 million expansion
at Keewatin Taconite and Minnesota Steel
at Nashwauk.
The economy may not look too bright

all across the country with the stock market going up and down, lay-offs affecting
manufacturing and technology jobs, but here
on the Iron Range we have one of our nation’s strongest economies with the taconite
industry. And, with the prospects of several
non-ferrous (non-iron) mining projects, the
Iron Range’s economy looks even stronger
for the future.
Currently there are 3600 people employed
in Minnesota’s taconite industry. In the
1970s, there were three times as many employees, but today’s taconite mines operate
with fewer workers but are producing more.
Within the next three years it is expected
that as many as 300 of this work force will
retire. These positions will need to be filled
with well-trained employees.
In addition, once PolyMet is up and running there will be the need for 400 educated,
skilled laborers, not to mention several
hundred more workers for the other mining
projects and the construction workers needed
to build the facilities.
CWCS stands by its mission statement
to carefully balance the need for economic
development with great care for our environment. It’s a tough balancing act, but
it’s important to the overall health of our
communities. Providing good jobs is key,

and the cleaner, safer, new technology of
the proposed mining projects is something
we should embrace.
The Center for Economic and Policy
Research defines a “good job” as one with
health insurance, a pension plan and earnings
of at least $17 per hour.
Kerschen said starting wages for mining
jobs at North Shore Mining is $17.50/hour
and the top wage is $24/hour. Add to that the
insurance benefit package, monthly payouts
with their Gain Share Plan and a 401k Plan
that the company makes a 6% match, yearly
incomes easily exceed $50,000 a year. There
is also a year-end profit share that is added
to the 401k Plans.
The IT mining degree, although designed
for the mining industry, will also provide
skills necessary for power generation, paper
mills and many other industries.
There are great opportunities for millwright and diesel mechanics at all the Iron
Range mines for anyone interested in living
in northern Minnesota.
For more information on the Industrial
Technology with Mining Emphasis, contact
Jeff Nelson at Vermilion Community College (218-235-2193) or Jeff Gregg at Mesabi
Range Community & Technical College
(218-744-7511).
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ATVAM celebrates 25 years
by Rhonda Silence
The ATV Association of MN is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2008,
celebrating a quarter century of defending
ATV riders’ interests.
ATVAM has played an integral part
in creating sustainable ATV riding
opportunities—opening new trails and
broadening the use of existing trails
for ATV riders in Minnesota. The nonprofit organization, which now has over
12,000 members, was instrumental in
the passage of a 1985 Minnesota statute
that allows ATV use on frozen lakes,
ditch lines, select state forest roads and
trails, and established a Grant-in-Aid
trail fund. ATVAM continues to fight to
ensure that the gas tax paid by the over
250,000 ATVers in the state is allocated
to the MN DNR for trails, education, and
enforcement.
In addition to its educational and legislative efforts, ATVAM holds several
enjoyable social events each year with
hundreds of ATVers meeting to ride
together. In recognition of its 25th anniversary, a very special event is planned
for June 2008. ATVAM is sponsoring an
attempt to enter the Guinness Book of
World Records with the World’s Longest

ATV Parade. ATVers from across the owner/editor of Supertrax magazine. He
state will gather, hoping to break the was also a journalistic and photographic
current record of 1,138 ATVs, currently contributor to Snow Week, SnowGoer,
held by the state of Kentucky.
Minnesota Snowmobiling, and MinneThe event will take place Saturday, sota Off-Road and he authored several
June 14, with ATVers lining up at the books including Arctic Cat Legend and
Silver Bay AmericInn and riding from Of Ice and Engines. CJ and his son JJ
there through Silver Bay to the Re-Union died in an automobile accident in May
Hall. In addition to the parade, numerous 2007.
ATV vendors and manufacturers will be
For more information or to register for
on hand and on Saturday evening there the parade, visit www.ATVparade.com.
will be a buffet, a live auction, and a Registration is $12 and those who predance featuring Northern Lights.
register by May 9 will receive one free
The ATVAM parade committee met memorabilia T-shirt for the event.
with the city of Silver Bay, local businesses and the Silver Trail Riders ATV club in October 2007.
Committee members said they
were welcomed with open
arms and the city of Silver Bay
is excited the parade will be
held in its community. Silver
Bay showcases Minnesota’s
pristine beauty and is a great
spot for riding on the scenic
Moose Walk – Red Dot ATV
trails in the area.
The event is also a memo- John Pierce explains the U.S. Forest Service’s
rial for C.J. Ramstad, owner mapping system for ATV users at an Open House
of MSPN publications and at the Kawishiwi Ranger Station in Ely.

Duluth native president of BlueRibbon Coalition
Duluth native, Sonia Bartz, has been
named president of the BlueRibbon Coalition
(BRC) organization. The following is from
an interview with Bartz in the BlueRibbon
Coalition magazine.
Growing up in northern Minnesota, Bartz
enjoyed snowmobiling, fishing, hunting, and
especially riding ATVs. Both Sonia and her
husband Dave became involved with the state
ATV organization to protect and ensure they
had a place to ride. Sonia soon became the
president of ATVAM for five years. During her tenure, ATVAM grew from a small
social organization of 1,397 members and 20
local clubs up to a large, politically active
association of over 10,000 members and 70
local clubs. She became very involved with
land access issues.
Bartz began her involvement with BRC
when she was approached to become a
board member because of her recreational
interest in ATV riding and because she had

a deep knowledge
and understanding of the challenges and issues
associated with
them.
Bartz’s biggest
concern for recreation right now is
apathy. She says
too many who access public lands
take it for granted
and have little
concern that they
may lose it. Her
second concern
is loss of access, Sonia Bartz
saying recreation
is at a crucial point right now with travel
management plans that are happening at all
levels of federal, state and county lands.

Her plans for the BlueRibbon Coalition’s future is to
move BRC to the next level as a
National Land Access Organization. Steps have already been
taken to better focus on land
access issues in all regions of
the country by developing the
National Land Use Advisory
Council (NLUAC). Developing that structure is next on
her list.
CWCS and the Arrowhead
Coalition for Multiple Use are
very grateful to Sonia Bartz for
her assistance in directing us
to the Action Grant Program
which has helped finance our
participation in the South Fowl
Snowmobile Trail Lawsuit.
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Cook County lynx habitat to be reconsidered
by Rhonda Silence
At the end of February 2008, the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS) announced that
it would revisit the amount of critical habitat
needed to protect the Canada lynx. Cook
County Commissioners passed a resolution
asking the FWS to exclude much of the
county and were relieved when the November
2006 FWS critical habitat designation did not
include protection beyond what is already in
place under US Forest Service jurisdiction
in the Superior National Forest.
In 2006, commissioners questioned the
effectiveness of protecting Canada lynx in the
United States when it is legal to trap them in
Canada. They also expressed concern about
an added layer of federal review for development of housing, roads, and trails.
The FWS notice states simply that the
critical habitat issue is being revisited “due
to questions raised about actions pertaining
to use of scientific information and whether
those actions were consistent with appropriate legal standards.”
However, at the end of 2007, it was
publicized that seven FWS rulings denying

increased protection for endangered species
had been reversed because of the involvement
of Julie MacDonald, an Interior Department
deputy assistant secretary overseeing the
FWS. It was found that MacDonald “inappropriately influenced” numerous rulings.
MacDonald resigned in May 2007.
The new proposal under consideration
would designate approximately 42,753
square miles of habitat in portions of northern
Maine, northeastern Minnesota, the Northern
Rocky Mountains (northwestern Montana
and northeastern Idaho), the Northern Cascades (north-central Washington), and the
Greater Yellowstone Area (southwestern
Montana and northwestern Wyoming).
In Minnesota, about 8,226 square miles
are proposed in portions of Cook, Koochiching, Lake, and St. Louis counties and Superior
National Forest. Of that total, about 5,378
square miles are federal or state lands.
Areas proposed as critical habitat for
the Canada lynx include conifer forest
landscapes that provide one or more of the
following beneficial habitat elements for the

lynx: snowshoe hares for prey; abundant
large piles of woody debris (e.g., wind throw)
that are useful as dens; and winter snow
conditions that are generally deep and fluffy
for extended periods of time. All proposed
areas have recent verified records of lynx
occurrence and reproduction.
Critical habitat is a term in the Endangered Species Act that identifies geographic
areas that contain features essential for the
conservation of a threatened or endangered
species and may require special management
considerations or protections. The designation of critical habitat does not affect land
ownership or establish a refuge and has no
impact on private landowners taking actions
on their land that do not require federal funding or permits.
Comments may be submitted on-line to
the Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov or mailed to the Division of Policy and Directives Management,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N.
Fairfax Drive, Suite 222, Arlington, VA
22203

Heart of the Continent Partnership
(Continued from Page Two)
preservation groups becomes an entity that
tries to stop all economic development in NE
Minnesota. Many of the groups belonging
to this organization have tried to stop all
logging and mining projects in our area to
the detriment of the economic stability of
our region. CWCS believes in balancing
environmental needs with the needs for a
healthy community. We would hope that
the invitation into the HOCP of CWCS and
other groups that wish to see a balanced
approach to managing our area would eliminate the hostile approach that many of the
preservationist groups take in addressing
issues such as mining and logging.
One presentation was about the Namakan River Hydroelectric project that the
First Nation wants to build. CWCS sat on a
collaborating board for the relicensing of the
Winton Hydroelectric Power Plant on Fall
Lake. It is a long process and people need
to get all the information. CWCS suggested
that groups that may have an initial position
against such projects should sit at the table
with the project planners. This may result in
a project that would not be as impacting as
people perceive. There is currently no plan
for a reservoir for the Namakan River Hydroelectric project, which is a fear of many of the
groups that are represented by HOCP.

An interesting discussion took place on
desired forest conditions, and how great it
would be if the Forest Service could help the
Boundary Waters with this... have controlled
burns to change the tree species in various
areas. Many of the preservation groups sitting at the table were the ones who locked
up wilderness areas and saddled them with
no management. Mark VanEvery, Forest
Service Kawishiwi District Ranger, said the
Forest Service can’t do this in wilderness.
They can only have prescribed fires to reduce forest fuels, not for aesthetics.
There has been great concern that the
Heart of the Continent Partnership is a
program of the Wildlands Project, as is the
Heart of the West Wildlands.
From the www.wildlandsproject.org
website: A tremendous challenge confronts
HOW Coalition member groups. Famous
for including some of the last remnants of
the wild West, the Heart of the West region
is important habitat for many native species
of plant and animal. Sadly, this wild country
has become ground zero for the nation’s
largest energy boom, with many thousands
of oil and gas wells already drilled and tens
of thousands more proposed. The cumulative impact of this sprawling development,
combined with off-road vehicle use, logging,
and excessive livestock grazing, have al-

ready degraded and fragmented much of this
spacious country, but it will only get worse
without intelligent land use guidance.

Land exchange proposed
A recent proposed land exchange of
424.60 acres of federal lands would be made
for 1254.02 acres of non-federal lands within
the Superior National Forest. One of the three
tracts includes 534.95 acres located on the
long bay near Baylis Island on Crane Lake,
and the Vermilion Gorge. This acreage would
become federal land in the exchange.
The land in question on Crane Lake
was donated to the Minnesota Historical
Society over 75 years ago with restrictions
for development. Representative David Dill
said the Crane Lake community is fine with
the exchange.
The South Kawishiwi Cabin Group is
requesting this exchange for federal lands on
the South Kawishiwi River on Hwy. 1.
Another tract of non-federal lands is the
148 acres on the South Kawishiwi River near
the Boundary Waters. This acreage would
transfer part of the Tomahawk Snowmobile
Trail to the Forest Service which would assure use of the land for snowmobiling. The
other tract is 571.07 acres now owned by
Minnesota Power near Hoyt Lakes.
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In the Ely area, tickets are available at Wilderness Outfitters,
The Great Outdoors, Skube’s
Bait & Tackle, Ely Shopper and
LaTourell’s Resort. Aronson
Boat Works in Tower. And in
the Gunflint/Grand Marais area
at Trail’s Center, Nor’Wester
and Devil Track General Store
& ACMU members.

- Lund CW-16’ Boat,
LundCW-16’
WC-16’Boat,
Boat,
-- Lund
Mercury 25 HP EFI 4-Stroke & Trailer

Mercury
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&&
Trailer
Mercury
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EFI4-Stroke
4-Stroke
Trailer
(provided by
Aronson Boat
Works,
Tower)

(provided
Works,
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(providedbybyAronson
AronsonBoat
Boat
Works,
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- MinnKota Trolling Motor

Trolling
Motor
(donated--byMinnKota
Pike Bay Repair,
Tower)
MinnKota
Trolling
Motor

(donated
Bay Repair,
Tower)Ely)
(donatedbybyPike
Wilderness
Outfitters,
- 2-Night Stay/Dinner for 2 at Devil Track Resort
(donated- by2-Night
Chris & Stay/Dinner
Emily LaVigne,for
Grand
2 atMarais)
Devil Track Resort

- 2-Night Stay at Nor’Wester Lodge

~~~~~
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&&
Emily
(donatedbybyChris
Luana
CarlLaVigne,
Brandt, Grand
Grand Marais)
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~~~~~
18th Annual CWCS Meeting/Fundraiser
Drawing
at at
Drawing
th
Sunday,
Sept. 9,
2007 at
18 Annual
CWCS
Meeting/Fundraiser
th
19
Annual
CWCS
Meeting/Fundraiser
Whiteside Park at closeSunday,
of Harvest
Moon
Festival
Sept.
9, 2007
at

Sunday, Sept. 7, 2008 at
Whiteside Park at close of Harvest Moon Festival
Whiteside Park at close of Harvest Moon Festival

CWCS RAFFLE TICKET ORDER FORM

$5

Name__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Funding the South Fowl Lawsuit
Funding the South Fowl Lawsuit
Three
great
prizes! Maximum 2500 tickets to be sold!
Phone_
_____________________________________E-mail______________________________________________________
City______________________________________________________________ State_________ Zip_ ____________________

$5
$5

$5 $5

Total amount
enclosed,
$5 per ticket_______________
Funding
the South
Fowl
Lawsuit
Three great
prizes!
Maximum
2500
tickets
to be sold!
Please
enclose check,
payable Maximum
to CWCS. Mail to: CWCS,
P.O.tickets
Box 1046, Virginia,
55792
Three
great
prizes!
2500
to beMNsold!

Number of raffle tickets_ _________________

Early Bird Drawing:
Membership dues received by July 1st will be entered into a drawing for a Minnesota Birdhouse.
All new and renewing members will be entered in the drawing.

Please check your mailing label!

If you have paid your membership, there will be a PD 2008 amount above your name.
If you have not paid your membership, the top line will be blank. See examples:

PAID for 2008

Paid
memberships
will receive a
FREE CWCS
bumper sticker!

Mr. Public Access
Multiple-Use Way
Common Sense USA 4U&ME
NOT PAID for 2008

Send your membership in today! Get a friend to join!
❏ $500 Enthusiast
❏ $250 Patron
❏ $100 Defender
❏ $50 Advocate
❏ $25 Supporter
❏ $15 Member
❏ New
❏ Renewal

☞

PD 2008
Mr. Public Access
Multiple-Use Way
Common Sense USA 4U&ME

☞

Look for
CWCS
at the
Babbitt
Walleye
Whamma,
Blueberry/
Art
Festival
& Harvest
Moon
Festival!

Fill out & Save This Record

Name_________________________________________________

Phone ________________________Fax_ ____________________

CWCS Membership paid
on ______________, 2008
with check number
__________.

E-mail_ _______________________________________________
Please enclose your check payable to CWCS and mail to:
CWCS, PO Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792-1046.

Additional Contribution
of $____________ also paid.

Address_______________________________________________
City_ __________________________ State_____ Zip_ __________

All Donations are Tax Deductible! Thank you!

Thanks!
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