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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is 
seeking public input on a proposal to 
designate additional areas as critical 
habitat for the Canada lynx.

A conference on wolves was held at 
the Grand Ely Lodge in Ely, Minnesota on 
December 11, 2009. Gerald Tyler organized 
the conference and gave the following open-
ing statement:  

“There are reports of wolves being seen 
on the streets of Ely; of wolves rummaging 
through garbage bags; of more and more 
sheep, turkeys, cattle, dogs and other pets be-
ing killed or injured by wolves in Northeast 
Minnesota, in both rural and urban areas; of 
wolf- deer hunter encounters.     

“Many of us think that these issues 
with problem wolves can no longer be 
ignored; that wolves should be removed 
from the endangered species list, allowing 
wolf management to revert to the respective 
states.  We believe that the states have the 
capacity, the experience and the funding to 
more effectively manage wolves than the 
federal government, since as things now 
stand, wolves fall under the jurisdiction of 
the federal government.

“This Conference is being held to gather 
information and gain public support to 
have wolves removed from the endangered 
species list under the Endangered Species 
Act.”  

Tyler read a message from Dr. David 
Mech that stated he endorses delisting. Dr. 
Mech is a senior research scientist for the 
U. S. Geological Survey, Adjunct Profes-
sor, University of Minnesota, and founder 
and vice chair of the International Wolf 
Center. He has studied wolves for almost 

50 years.  Dr. Mech is the 
world’s leading authority 
on wolves. 

Tyler introduced sever-
al Federal and State officials, 
including Tony Sullins, field 
Supervisor for the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in Min-
nesota; Dan Stark, Min-
nesota Wolf Management 
Specialist with the Minne-
sota DNR in St. Paul; and 
Jess Edberg representing the 
International Wolf Center 
(IWC) in Ely, Minnesot

John Hart, John Hart, 
a biologist with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
and based out of Grand Rap-
ids, handles wolf complaints and has the 
power to “assess whether lethal removal is 
necessary and feasible.” He provided data 
showing that the number of complaints rose 
dramatically across the state, including an 
October, 2009 incident where a dog was 
killed, apparently by a wolf, on the outskirts 
of Ely. He talked about federal management 
in dealing with problem wolves, wolf dep-
redation and nuisance management, and the 
Minnesota wolf population.

Next, the public was given the opportu-
nity to ask questions and offer comments. 

Tyler asked, “if anyone had experienced 
livestock, dogs or other pets, killed or in-
jured by wolves; if anyone had experienced 

an encounter with a wolf or 
wolves and had felt threat-
ened; if they believed that 
wolves are depleting the 
deer and moose popula-
tions; if they believed that 
under their present status 
on the endangered species 
list, wolves have become 
habituated and no longer 
have an instinctive fear of 
man.” 

Roger Skraba, Mayor 
of Ely offered comments 
regarding wolves reported 
seen on the streets of Ely. 
He said this is not accept-
able within the city.

 Mark Johnson, Execu-
tive Director, Minnesota Deer Hunters 
Association spoke for the Deer Hunter’s 
Association. He said that many hunters have 
charged that wolves have had an impact on 
reduced deer kills. He suggested Minneso-
tans contact their State and Congressional 
delegates and ask them to support delisting. 
Dale Lueck, Chairman of the Wolf Delisting 
Committee, Minnesota Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation, Aitkin, MN agreed.

Several citizens shared their encounters 
with wolves, and all but one person sup-
ported the delisting of wolves and a return 
to state management. Many spoke of the 
absence of fear shown by wolves in the 
presence of man.

Conference held on delisting wolves

Cook County opposes BWCA sound barrier 
This fall, the Cook County board de-

cided to make a statement to the U.S. Forest 
Service regarding the potential impact of the 
sound of snowmobiles on the Boundary Wa-
ters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW). 

A lawsuit filed in 2006 has resulted in 
a federal Court of Appeals directive to the 
U.S. Forest Service to prepare an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) assessing the 
potential impact to the BWCAW of sound 
coming from several proposed reroutes of 
a snowmobile trail near South Fowl Lake. 
The first step of an EIS is “scoping,” during 
which the public is invited to present new 
information. 

In a letter written to Gunflint District 
Ranger Dennis Neitzke on behalf of the 
county board, Commissioner Bob Fenwick 

stated, “…We are disappointed that the 
Forest Service did not appeal the specific 
ruling to undertake this new and redundant 
environmental study.” 

The letter drafted by Commissioner 
Fenwick supports the Forest Service’s 
selection of the second of several alterna-
tive trail routes: “By selecting Alternative 
2 as a replacement for a snowmobile route 
that was displaced by the establishment of 
the BWCA Wilderness, the Forest Service 
dutifully fulfilled its legal obligation under 
the BWCA Act of 1978, that being to ‘ex-
pedite and intensify’ such activity outside 
the wilderness area. The exhaustive studies 
completed prior to this decision, including 
an Environmental Assessment, did indeed 
result in the establishment of a ‘safe, legal 

snowmobile access from the McFarland 
Lake area to South Fowl Lake.’ 

“We feel it necessary to state that no 
action should ever be taken to create either 
legally or by custom a buffer zone of any 
kind near the boundaries of the Wilderness. 
Along with the deleterious economic and 
cultural effects, it should be noted that such 
zones stand in direct conflict to the intent of 
the BWCA Act of 1978. … We believe that 
there are suitable statewide rules govern-
ing snowmobile noise that could be easily 
applied.” 

The county board gave its approval 
for the letter drafted by Bob Fenwick to be 
sent to Dennis Neitzke on behalf of all five 
commissioners. 

Gerald Tyler
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Hundreds attend PolyMet meetings

HOCP meeting will include community training

Two public meetings to gather com-
ments on the PolyMet project were held in 
December. The first in Aurora which had 
over 800 people, and the second in Blaine 
with the majority of the 600 people in at-
tendance in support of the nonferrous metal 
mine. Over 200 people from the Iron Range 
and Duluth rode chartered buses or drove 
themselves down to Blaine. They included 
dozens of building trades union members.

Held at the Schwann National Sports 
Center, people carrying signs were stopped 
at the door and not allowed to bring them 
into the building. A group of people was 
gathered in front of the building displaying 
signs in support of PolyMet. 

Iron Range legislators Senator Dave 
Tomassoni, Senator Tom Bakk and Rep-
resentative Tom Rukavina each spoke 
before the power point presentation on the 
purpose of the draft environmental impact 
statement.

“We have a unique opportunity to pro-
duce a new industrial model for our future,” 
said Bakk. “Right here in Minnesota.”

He said that value added products such 
as copper pipe and wire along with a dis-
tribution center could be built in northern 
Minnesota. 

“This is something that has never been 
done anywhere in the world,” said Bakk. 
“If we care about reducing greenhouse 
gases and carbon, we need to support this 
project.”

Rukavina talked about the great oppor-
tunity for the Iron Range and for our state.

“We can mine these metals here or 
stand back as they are mined elsewhere in 
high-polluting countries,” said Rukavina. 
“47% of palladium and 19% of nickel are 
imported. These are the metals used in cell 
phones and computers.”

As Rukavina pointed his finger at the 
audience he said, “And it’s coming from a 
mine in Russia, the biggest polluter in the 

world. And you’re all contributing to that 
pollution.”

From the back of the room a young 
woman voiced her objections at not being 
able to give oral comments before she was 
led out of the room.

“I have questions. Why does he get a 
microphone? Let’s talk,” she said.

The two meetings were publicized in 
local newspaper as public meetings, not 
public forums for oral comments. Stenog-
raphers were available at both to take oral 
testimonies.

We should be thinking globally and 
acting locally. That’s conservation with 
common sense! We need to balance the 
need for livable wage jobs with care for the 
environment. There is no buffer zone to the 
Boundary Waters, and these mining projects 
are outside of the wilderness area. 

PolyMet is not in the Boundary Wa-

ters Watershed. Our communities around 
the area are dying, and we need the jobs to 
sustain a healthy community. 

CWCS encourages its supporters and 
members to comment on the PolyMet draft 
EIS. You can submit your comments until 
February 3, 2010 via mail or e-mail:

Mail:
Stuart Arkley, EIS Project Manager
Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources
Division of Ecological Resources
Environmental Review Unit
500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025 
Email: Environmentalrev.Dnr@state.

mn.us 

Heart of the Continent Partnership 
Steering Committee members Brian McLar-
en, Robin Reilly, and Lynda Horman have 
organized a conference in Thunder Bay for 
February 4th and 5th.  

The Heart of the Continent Partnership 
is a Canadian/American coalition of land 
managers and local stakeholders working to-

gether on cross-border projects that promote 
the economic, cultural and natural health of 
the lakes, forests and communities on the 
Ontario/Minnesota border.

Thursday night Feb. 4 there will be a 
presentation presented by Lakehead Uni-
versity professor Dr. Peggy Smith and on 
Feb. 5 there will be a series of presenta-

tions and workshops focused on wilderness 
area research opportunities, opportunities 
presented by the new National Maritime 
Conservation Area in Lake Superior, and 
a large-scale community training initiative 
being introduced by HOCP.  

Nancy and Doug McReady
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CWCS Membership paid

on ______________, 2010

with check number

__________.

Additional Contribution 

of $____________ also paid.

Thanks!

Send your membership in today! Get a friend to join!

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

City_ __________________________ State_____ Zip_ __________

Phone ________________________Fax_ ____________________

E-mail_ _______________________________________________
Please enclose your check payable to CWCS and mail to: 

CWCS, PO Box 1046, Virginia, MN 55792-1046. 

All Donations are Tax Deductible!   Thank you!

❏ $500 Enthusiast
❏ $250 Patron
❏ $100 Defender  
❏ $50 Advocate  
❏ $25 Supporter  
❏ $15 Member

❏ New
❏ Renewal

NEW CWCS SHIRTS!!
CWCS Logo T-Shirts 

Sizes M & L - $10
XL & XXL - $12

CWCS Logo Polo Shirt 
Sizes L & XL - $20

XXL - $22

 Add $5 to each for 
handling & shipping

 
Send checks with orders to: 

CWCS
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Ely, MN  55731


